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� Bell Work:

Please use the sentence starter to write a 
reflection.  When finished, place on the “Graffiti 
Wall”.

The first two months of school have been…

Getting Started



What is differentiation?

Simply stated, differentiation is modified instruction that helps 
students with diverse academic needs and learning styles master the 
same challenging academic content. Although it might seem like a 
daunting task, designing and applying a variety of strategies within 
one classroom can be done at a variety of levels. Teachers can 
differentiate instruction with an individual student, within a small 
group, or with a whole class. Differentiating does not mean providing 
separate, unrelated activities for each student but does mean providing 
interrelated activities that are based on student needs for the purpose 
of ensuring that all students come to a similar grasp of a skill or idea 
(Good, 2006).

Differentiation



� How do you differentiate in your classroom?
� Put your differentiation strategies on separate 

post-it notes
� Discuss/share for 2 minutes with an elbow 

partner

Differentiation



� There’s never any full-class activity
� Differentiation is an extra thing we do – an 

“add-on”
� Differentiation is just for those who are 

identified as special ed, 504, ELL, gifted (high 
level kids vs. low level kids)

� Responsiveness 
� It’s always about readiness
� I already differentiate (Maybe?  Really?)
Video Archive - Differentiation Central

Misconceptions

http://differentiationcentral.com/Video_Clips.html


� Differentiation vs. Responsiveness

Take your post-it notes and place on the poster 
in the correct column – work in groups of 4-5.
Select a representative to share out.

Differentiation



� Range of student readiness
� Identified learning needs
� Diverse cultures/backgrounds/economics
� Learning differences
� Diverse interests of students

� It’s just good teaching!

Why differentiate?



� How do you know when to differentiate?

Differentiation



� Using Multiple Intelligences
� Centers/Stations/Task Cards
� Tiered Instruction
� Use of technology
� Grouping
� Curriculum Compacting
� 5 Most Difficult First
� Learning Contracts
� Choice Boards
� Independent Projects

Strategies



� Differentiation Daily
� Differentiation Central
� Secondary Differentiation Resources
� Elementary Differentiation Resources

Resources

http://differentiationdaily.com/
http://differentiationcentral.com/
http://education.ky.gov/educational/diff/Pages/differentationSecResources.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/educational/diff/Pages/differentiationElemResources.aspx

